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10/785,024 
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Group Art Unit: 3673 
Examiner: Tara L. Mayo 



PRE -APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In the final Office Action of June 1, 2005, the Examiner 
rejected claims 1-5 as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,430,761 
(Brandorff et al.) . Claim 1 recites ''a substantially planar patient 
support for supporting a patient/' Brandorff et al. discloses a 
sling cloth 102 connected to arms 62 by loops 103. The sling cloth 
is best seen in Figures lA, ID and Figure 3. As best seen in 
Figure ID, the sling is U-shaped and it is an unreasonable 
interpretation of a U-shaped sling to be substantially planar. 

Claim 9 is directed to and recites a patient support 
having a railing extending upwardly from the second side edge of 
the patient support. The railing is connected to an L-shaped arm. 
One end of the L-shaped arm is connected to the railing and the 
second end is pivotally connected to the bottom surface of the 
patient support. 

Claims 9-11 are rejected as unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 4,939,801, Schaal et al., in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,691,345 
(Nanahara) . The Examiner relies upon Nanahara for disclosing the 
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specifics of the railing. Nanahara discloses a side rail connected 
to the side edge of a support surface, not the bottom edge, as is 
claimed. The connection to the side edge results in the railing 
moving in a vertical plane parallel to the side edge. This is in 
contrast to the movement of the side rail of the invention, which 
folds underneath the bottom surface of the patient support. 



In addition, claim 10 further specifies that the L-shaped 



arm includes a first and second section pivotally connected 
together. The L-shaped arm of Nanahara has two sections 110, 111, 
but these two sections are rigidly connected to one another and 
have no pivot connection. A third member 117 is connected to the 
L-shaped arm at pivot point 115, but this does not change the fact 
that the two sections 110, 111 have no pivotal movement relative to 
one another- The Examiner has stated that inherent to an L-shape, 
one section can move relative to the other section. This statement 
is not understood, as two sections of an L-shape can be rigidly 
connected to one another, allowing no relative movement between 
them. 

It is respectfully requested that the rejections be 
reviewed prior to the filing of an Appeal Brief. 



December 1, 2005 

HOFFMAN, WASSON & GITLER, PC 
2461 South Clark Street 
Suite 522, Crystal Center 2 
Arlington, VA 22202 
(703) 415-0100 



Respectfully submitted. 
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